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VOTE OF THE. COMPANY. 
MONDAY; JUNE 1, 1812. 
AT a meeting of the Ancient and Honourable Artillery 
Se Voted Unanimously, that Brigadier-General Ar- 
a EES, Major Bensamin Russ£LL, and Major 
wring Brancwarp, be a committee to wait on Reverend 
st Powrzn ; thank him for the eloquent and patriotick 
discourse, this day delivered before the company ; and re- 


quest a Copy for the Press, 


Attest... DEXTER DANA, Clerk. 


ARTILLERY SERMON. 


HEBREWS xi, 32—34. 


saneaee Lhe time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and 
of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah ; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets : 
Who through faith subdued: kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of hons, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.’ 


I: to make a pocket companion of Plutarch’s Lives, 
has been thought 2 valuable expedient, in order to 
sfabite noble sentiments, and form a great character. 
it will not, I trust, be doubted, in this assembly, eee 
the study of sacred biography will be found highly 
instructive and useful, Where can we find, withir 
so small a compass as in the sacred volume, so : 
important historical facts, to warn the nations, and jr 

struct the judges of the earth ?- Where so many i 
ographical incidents, and such a full development 


many 


> the human heart and character, to interest and improy 
nprove 


every individual ? 4n what other book do We me 
: Ul les e 
with such a® (7S°SIM§ simplicity in the Natratio : 
| ation, 


( 
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and such internal proofs of impartiality and undevi- 
ating regard to truth ? 

Tam sensible, that some portions of the sacred 
writings, and especially of the Jewish scriptures, have 
been thought to have the air of fabulous history ; and 
that there are others, which are in a great degree, 
obscure and unintelligible, or whose real design and 
instructive tendency are not very obvious. But are 
these difficulties greater in number, or in degrees 
than we ought to expect, considering the great anti- 
quity of the scriptures, the channel - in which they 
have been conveyed down to the present period, and 
our imperfect knowledge of the principles, feeTe", 
customs, languages, and circumstances, of the times 
and countries, in which they were written + per 
the scriptures, in the manners and scenes anew’ 
scribe, and in the idioms, allusions, and figures REY 
employ, entirely modern; were they 7 ee joo 
accommodated to the present state of society> da 
familiar to the men of this generation, we should eta 
find persons sufficiently sagacious to doubt in ; 
thenticity and deny them the antiquity they glans 

Some have called in question the m eit 
dency of the free and artless manner, in whi 
cred biographers haye, in various instance> 
the follies and crimes of those, of whom they 
casion to speak. But is not example useful for Brae 
ing, as well as for imitation 2? May it not guard 8 
against human frailty, folly, and vice, as well as Gal 
us to the practice of that which is lovely and of 00" 
report? Besides, were the characters of men, 4? 


oral 
ch the s- 


had oc- 
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especially of those: who lived in an age when both the 
theory ‘and practice of morals were of a much lower 
standard, than that to which they have attained under 
the enlightening and sanctifying influence. of the 
christian dispensation, represented as: free from spots 
and blemishes, they would justly be considered as 
drawn ‘not from actual life, but from the imagination; 
and the sacred penmen, instead of being viewed as the 
faithful ‘recorders of facts, would be numbered with 
the writers of fiction and romance. 

Every objection, whether against the constitution 
and course of nature, or divine revelation, which, if 
removed, would give rise to a greater in its stead, is 
of no real weight. . It becomes, indeed, a proof of a 
comprehensive wisdom, which sces things from: the 
beginning to the end, in all their relations and conse- 


quences. ‘ mites 
It has been said, that. ° a little Jearning is a dan. 


gerous thing.’ "Phis observation as never more 
clearly verified. than when, through our superficial 
knowledge and partial reflection, we are betrayed into 
the spirit and practice of boldly criticising the works, 
or the word, of God. Of this spirit and practice the 
proper remedy. is deeper knowledge and more extend. 
ed reflection. At least, I think I can say, and I hope 
J may be permitted to say it, without subjecting my. 
self to the imputation of vanity, or any affectation of 
having drank very deeply at the fountain of science, 
that, when difficulties and doubts on these subjects 
have arisen in my mind, and I have perceived any 
symptoms of mental. giddiness, I have ever founa 
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in maturer reflection, and in a. deeper draught at the 
Specs of knowledge, a tendency to obviate objec- 
tions, ‘ help my unbelief,? and restore me to truth 
and soberness. 

It is not, however, to be inferred from any thing 
that has been said, that the truth of our religion essen- 
tially depends on the authenticity and genuineness 
ie every passage, or even of every book, now contain- 
ed nour bibles. ‘In consequence of the revival and. 
increase of learning, interpolations have been discov- 
ered, and apocryphal writings separated from utere 
which had. a fairer title to be admitted into the sacred 
canon’; and yet the evidence of revealed religion, 1 
Stead of being impaired, in the view © 
has rather been freed from incumbranc® 


ed more jncing: 
Powerful and convineirs 5 have, perhaps, 


and render= 


critic ti ned in 
What is thies mento 
Tec i wor 
orded of the ancient ere Ito attempt 


s before you 
attention, in a par- 
hich they were all 
e of this principle 


The first, who claims your attention, is GIDEON, 
ghty valour, of the tribe ofIssachar. At 
God he left his threshing floor at sae 

) 


to b a 
ecome a commander and judge in Israel. 
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did not, as the, manner of some has been, crowd him- 
self on publick notice, and seek promotion by un- 
worthy arts. On the contrary, such were his modes- 
ty, self-distrust, and unambitious views, that he re- 
quired a sign from heaven to convince him of his du- 
ty, before he would relinquish his flail for the ensigns 
of office and power. Having entered, however, on his 
publick duties, he soon became, as might have been 


expected, from such a character, ‘an instrument in the 


hand of Providence, of threshing small the enemies 
of his country, delivering her from grievous oppres- 
sion, and restoring publick peace and prosperity. 

The second on the list before us is Barax. At 
atime when the children of Israel, in consequence of 
their wickedness, were sold’ into the hand of Jabin, 
king of Canaan, this distinguished ‘character made 
his appearance. He acquired great fame by putting 
to flight the alien armies, delivering his conn from 
foreign sway, and removing the pesuneun® au! em- 
barrassments, by reason: of which her ‘ highways 
were unoccupied.” I might, however, be thought 
inattentive and unjust to one portion of my audience, 
were I to conceal, that to the earnest call and anima- 
ting presence and countenance of Deborah he owed 
half his glory : and that even Sisera, his opposing 
commander, fell, not by his arm, but by the hand 
of Jacl, the wife of Heber. 

In the next place, Samson is presented to your 
View, - In the history of this wonderful man, as in the 
epistles of St. Paul, there are undoubtedly some 


things hard to be understood. But this we are 
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clearly taught, that by his hand the Lord began to de- 
po salle out of the hand of the Philistines, to whom 
ae ee ee they had been in disgraceful subjec- 
4 ve a he judged Israel twenty years. From 
Pie ohh the soldier of the present day, and of every 
me may at Ieaatileam this lesson, that, howev- 
oa e ah be his military achievements, and how- 
me ight and humerous the rays of glory he may, 
trust ee his temples, yet should heibemayos 
reclin Maes his vigilance and attention to duty, and 
to b € in the lap of illicit indulgence, hesmay- capes? 
; © shorn. of all his beams 3 and should he. exer 
regain them, it will be as Samson regained his locks 
and strength, by time and humiliation, by penitence 


and Prayer, 

To tho «ed, succeeds Jeru- 

Se ned, 
THAN, the G eiads (ied an of valour. At 
>the Gileadite, a mighty ™ : 
one time i d rejected of his 
» he was undervalued 2” 
brethren ; but wh sie found themselves involved 
® difficul cote * d to avail them- 
Sely ty and danger, they WeT° gla ae 
soli ©s of his wisdom and fortitude- They-came-an® 
oe him, saying, « Come, and be our captain c 
e = said fistowlieet, «Did not ye hate me, and 
an me out of my father’s house 2 And why ae 
oar bk Ommmemous wghenuyezare: distress ¢ 
sae frankly acknowledging their need of his ser- 
ae se Promising subjection to bis authority, he 
me Overlooked their former unfriendly treat- 
they oe yielded to their request. In. this event 
seven &teat occasiomto rejoice 3 for he judged them 
out of ae and: by him the Lord delivered Isract 
© hand of the children of Ammon. 


‘ 
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Davip, the son of Jesse, next claims your atten- 
tion. Raised from the humble employment of a shep- 
herd to the power and splendour of a throne, and pas- 
sing through various and different scenes, he exhib- 
nusual variety and greatness ‘of talents and 
virtues. In him were united the sweet singer of Israel 
and the man of war. The high praises of God 


re in his mouth, and a two-edged sword in his 
ss interest and admiration, 


ited an U 


we 
hand. He excites no le 


when we see him just coming from the sheep-fold, 


and coolly advancing with his 
Philistine champion, 
the fury of battle, running through a troop, or leap- 
ing a wall ! He may justly rank among the greatest 
wisest monarchs, and most illustrious men. 


heroes, 
he was not free 


He was not, indeed free from error, 


from crimes ; but their stain, if possible, was washed 


away by his tears. 

The last of the worthies, designated by name in 
our text, is Samvet. He was a distinguished 
prophet and judge in Israel. His ministering in holy 
things did not prevent his taking 2 part in the civil 
concerns Of Israel. For his early piety, his incorrup- 
tible integrity, his prudent zeal, and distinguished ser- 
God and his country, he was 
lamented by all Israel at 


being 
view. ‘Lhough mentioned last, they were not least 


in faith, in patient suffering, and heroick virtue. 
B 


sling to encounter the - 
than when we behold him, in all . 


ee we 
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context, that ‘ these all died in faith.’ “Nor can’ we 
certainly infer, that they were all habitually and per- 
severingly pious and holy men: © Some of them 
come short of entering imto ‘rest, as did 
who, ‘ after having by faith passed 


Having thus caused to pass hastily before you the 
ancient worthies mentioned in the text, let me fix 
your attention, more particularly than I have yet 
done, on the rarrH by which they were all actuated, might : 
and on the powerful salutary influence of this princi- those Israelites, i ; Epa y i : 
ple on the conduct and character of the citizen and through the Red sea,’ WET€, for their decleusionvand 
soldier, and of course on the publick security and unbelief, denied an entrance into the Pe land. 
welfare, But this we are clearly eeuenG yee their faith cee 

The chapter, which furnishes us with our text, is least for a time, and in certain instances of their con- 


an animated and eloquent display of the power and duct, a powerful pn 

excellency of faith. ‘This principle, though of the titude, heroick aCHOnS; : 

same general nature, in all the elders, or others, who which they acquired a lasting fame. 
? 


K : : ith they subdued kingdoms, wrought 
by ith . t, does not in every < Through faith they gdoms, g 
Y it have obtained a good repo" s, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 


principle, productive of moral rec- 
and eminent usefulness, by 


instance of ; -ercise embrace precisely the same righteousnes ‘ 
Le a exercise ording to the religious dis~ of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
; y ace sore 
Pensation ne Mi = se subjects of it live, and the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
under which nat Fe = | ee : i 
Particular divine promises and communications with strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned ta flight the 
e p ectively favoured, armies of the aliens.’ 


Which ¢ n resp : 
sider, = ms = the substance of things Some of the effects here ascribed to the faith of 
Ciined, ‘ Hal 2 


> Tt sub. . rthies, we have already had occasion 
hoped for, the evidence of thing® not seen.” I the‘ancient W> : ef 


d, would the time permit, we might 


Stantiates Ss. not the object of tice 3 2” 
to the mi hat which 1s , to no H : 
wee Tt give ne ; ce to things that are ay la produce examples of them all, expressly recorded in 
S subsisten! 
an _ : : 
es Feality to such as are invisible + 5° that they af- sacred history: 


Working righteousness and performing great 
be) 


nineties achievements are the principal things, men- 


tioned in the texts to show the excellent nature and 
ed i : ! 
paws of faith. Moral rectitude and purity, all the 
virtues of 2 sober righteous, and pious life, are the 


hatural products of genuine religious belief, and espe. 


cially of a faith enlightened and confirmed by the gos. 
Pel of faaus Christ, who eminently brought life and 


fect é 
Our minds and influence oUF conduct, 


§00d measure as thourh they were Present and actu~ 

ally seen and felt ough 1 

sian afaith in God, in his providential and ay 

promises, a of the world, in his declarations in 

tion has ia ancient worthies, to whom your e ne 

Not said of ‘ Just directed, were influenced. ‘ is 
em, indeed, as of some others, 17 the 
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immortality to light. Such a faith, in proportion to 
its constancy and vigour, will render the subjects of 
it, whether in civil or military life, in a private or 
publick station, men of truth and integrity, of honour 
and patriotism. 
: _ Religion, while it requires us, if possible, to live 
Peaceably with all men, admits and sanctions the 
uight of war. ‘All will allow, that civil government is 
the ordinance of God, and that the sword of the magis- 
trate is not unnecessary and vain ; and whatis the sword 
of war but that of magistracy employed on a more 
€xtended scale 2? Religion, indeed, tends to restrain 
the resentful passions of men, to inspire sentiments of 
Moderation and humanity, and to lessen the evils ofa 
state of war. This, ina peculiar manner, is the ten- 
dency and effect of christianity : and, I believe, af 
will be found on a comparison, that the rules and 
Customs of war, as practised by the people of Israel, 
Were less severe, cruel, and exterminating than those 
observed, at the same period, by the other nations. 
Gideon was a man of moderation and humanity 
as well as of bravery. These virtues, indeed, are 
usually associated. He taught the men of Succoth 
only with briars and thorns, when he might justly 
have used greater severity, As an act of necessary 
retaliation, he slew Zebah and Zalmuna his prisonerss 
at the same time declaring, that as the Lord liveth, 
if they had not slain his brethren, even the sons of 
his mother, at Tabor, he would have saved them alive- 
In his answer to the men of Ephraim, who. sharply 
upbraided him, he discovered, that he knew the 
power of soft words to turn away wrath, and that he 


| 
| 
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had the disposition and self-command to use them. 
The Ephraimites, altho’ they had been very active, and 
acquired great glory in the pursuit of the armies of Mi- 
dian, were very angry with Gideon, because they, as 
well.as the men of Abiezer, had not been called to en- 
gage at the commencement of the action. ‘ And he 
said unto them, Is not the gleaning of the grapes of 
Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer ? God 
hath delivered into your hand the princes of Midian, 
Oreb, and Zeeb; and, what was I able to do in 
com arisop of you? Then their anger was abated 
toward him, when he had said that.’ 
They who are called to assume the character of 
the soldier, and to contend in war, af men of religious 
faith, oF Principle, can never, be indifferent to the 
moral nature of their cause. Nothing but a convie. 
‘on of the justice, expedience, and necessity of resorting 
ba ms, wall give them that spirit and confidence, which 
il and success. Before Jephthah engaged im bat. 
Caer the Ammonites, he fully satisfied himself 
te eon contest was, on his part, just and unavoida. 
that ¢ He sent messengers unto the king of the chil. 
ble- of Ammon, saying, ‘ What hast thou to de 
drep e that thou art come against me to fight in 
wit 59> His answer was, That he came to re. 
my podria i $4 ded, Israel t 
the territory, which, he pretencec, ‘ook 
covet hen they came up out of Egypt. 
se pthah sent messengers & second time, denying 
ged, and stating that Israel were so far 
taking the land of the children of Ammon, that 
from “erupled passing peaceably through tt without 
aNining permission ; and this permission, which 


him, W 


the fact alle 
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was requested, ‘being refused, they actually took a 
circuit in their march}/in order to’ avoid trespassing 
and givingany offence. He also demanded of the 
king of Ammon, why, ifhis claim could be supported, 
it had ‘not been:made in season, but suffered to lie 
dormant forthe space of threehundred years. ‘ Where- 
fore,’ added Jephthah, * Ihave not sinned against thee, 
but thou doest me wrong to\war against me; the 
Lord, the judge, be judge this' day between the chil- 
dren of Israel and. the children ‘of Ammon.’ 

But the king of the Ammonites refused to heark- 
€n, and persisted ih: his unrighteous demand and in- 
Vasion. * Then the spirit of the’ Lord came upon 
dep hthah,? He was animated with that resolution and 
Plous Confidence in God, which a full conviction of 
the:justice of hisidause, and the imposing necessity 
of the-case, naturally j on He went out against 
his invading ae. inspired. ere soon subdued 
before’ Israel, 8, and they w' 


con- 


We 


e act of the 


Consequences of a mer faith of the 
‘ai 


Tt w: eee 
ancients * WAS not in this way, that the 
Subdued kingdoms, and put armies 


b : 
me by leading them to obey the yoiee of God and 


and exerting themselves in the use of 
_ueeinian Hines acquired a 
knowledge of “ts of victory. They ohn 1 


€y were rendered bold and intrepid, 
izing, yet prudent and circumspect. 
gment and skill did David choose 
Pon in his encounter with Goliath ? 


i 
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He at once perceived, that Saul’s armour and sword. 
were not adapted to the mode in which it would be 
most adviseable to conduct the contest. He resolv- 
ed therefore to lay them aside, and under God to 
trust only to his sling. He could not, before the 
invention of the rifle, have chosen’ a weapon, in the 
use of which he would be more out of the reach of his 
gigantick adversary, and at the same time more capable 
of giving him annoyance. The sling, in David’s 
time, was not an unusual implement of war. There 
were seven hundred Benjamites who could sling toa 
hait’s breadth. "This wonderful skill, which 1 seems 
probable Daviq also ve been ac- 
quired by much actice alone, 
which as well 
or even, 


possessed, must ha 
; practice; for it is Pt 
weds I Military exercises and maneUysess 
as in every thine besi Bo fection, 
e ive per 
any consider, § beside, can give P' 
erable degree of excellence: 


With his sling and a shepherd’s bag: containing 


five smooth stones, which he had gathered aie 


‘ hen 
oe David goes out to meet his enem a wor- 
at a proper distance, he witha presence of it ie 
thy to be imitated by every soldier, kes * 


of his bag, at the very first 


puts it in his sling, an 
attempt, di 


tects it with such force and Jel i 
penetrate the forehead of his vauntiog sued 2 
bring him on his face to the ground: Davi ; sie 
advancing and seizing Goliath’s own Hie y 
off his head, and carried it away jn triumP a ae 
A Stratagem was employed against t © hos e 
Midian, by Gideon, which, though ofa ‘biden ae 
and seemingly fanciful kind, appe™! to have ae 
trived with great care and judgment, as wellas execu- 


~ 


1 
pe eh a ee —— PRO ee ee ae _ | ee !”,—l le ee ee ee 
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ted with great success. He in the first place endeav- 
oured, as every wise general will do, to make himself 
aequainted with the number, the situation, and char- 
acter of his enemies. For this purpose he personal- 
ly reconnoitred their ground. Under cover of the 
night, and attended by a single servant, he went down 
o their lines, if he did not enter their very camp, 
and obtained all the necessary information. He 
found them an immense multitude, encamped in 
“valley, and the number of their camels was beyond 
all calculation, He also overheard a man telling his 
Yeam. This he did not think unworthy of his notice, 
the as light as is the ¢ stuff that dreams are made of,’ 
“y Sometimes serve to show men’s waking thoughts. 


‘A i . . . 
rom this dream, and the manner in which he per- 


ie i ne interpreted, he found his enemies were 
dread te with timidity and superstition, and that 2 
;,. 18 Sword had made its way into their camp- 
ever & thus satisfied himself with respect to 
sure, eid Was at once resolved on his ea 
stratagem anes to attempt their destruction aq 
to three hy A “turns to his little army, now reduce 
companies , ealibouy and divided them into three 
a pitcher, i every man’s hand a trumpet, and 
Ba concealing a lighted lamp ; assigned the 
panies their Tespective posts 
the necessary orders, : 
night, they approached 
Gideon’s giving the sign 
pets, dashed in pieces 
lamps, and cried, 
= enemy we: 


and ‘gave them 
At the middle watch of the 
the enemy’s camp, and 07 
al, they all blew their tru™- 
their pitchers, displayed theit 
“the sword of the Lord and Gideon.” 
Te seized with a panic’ their 
camp thrown into the utmost orien They ran 


Vi 


and cried and fled, and in their confusion and dis- 
may destroyed one another. Gideon with his 
three hundred men, and such troops as he could col- 
lect from the neighbouring tribes of Israel, pursued 
the flying Midianites, and utterly defeated them. But 
I must not indulge myself in further details of the mili- 
tary proceedings and triumphs of the ancient worthies. 

The Genriemen, composing this ANCIEN? 
anp Honovurasre ArtittEry ComPany, pall 
accept our cordial congratulations on the retum of 
this anniversary ; an anniversary long distinguished 


gn the annals of Massachusetts asa day consecrated to 


piety and patriotism, military exhibition and improve 
ment, festivity and joy. It arrives under circum- 
stances which serve to render it doubly welcome. 
The threatening clouds, that have, for some time, 
hung OVEr us, seem to be dissipating, and out politi: 
cal hemisphere to assume a more bright and promis- 
ing aspect. Am I deceived, or do I already discern 
the gilded bow partially formed ?. See it gmdually 


Pie aan, 
nistigend Progressing from the north! May it S00 


reach its greatest altitude, and continue its bending 
coursé till gracefully settled in the south, it ee as ‘ 
pear in all the Majesty of its form, and beauty 
jts colours, as a sure token that the warring elements 
have spent their force, that the rain is over and gone, 
and that we shall see good days according to the days 
wherein we have seen evil !* 

It would be natural, on this occasion, and might 
be useful, but the time would fail me, to tell of the 


i i q a f the clouds re- 
* Since delivering the above, there are appearances 0: 


qurning after the rain. 
c 
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many worthies, who by their connexion’ with’ this 
military association, have at the same timé received and' 
reflected honour. Are not their natnes and their acts’ 
recorded in the annals of our country ? Not afew 
of them have engaged in that war, in'‘Which there is nO’ 
discharge ; but in which they, who through faith have’ 
wrought righteousnes, fall, but to'rise’;) and-yiéld for 
a moment, but to conquer and ‘triumph’ forever: 
Among those’ who survive; some aye seer 
whose locks, such as time and publick carés have 
permitted to remain, are whitenéd with honourable’ 
age. May their descent to the mansions of rest bé 
peaceful, and their hopes full of immortality 

Those who are in younger and’ méré’ detive lifes: 
and who now appear in atms, will suffer themselves 
to be reminded of the’ benefit they may derive | from 
the contemplation of thé characters} not “only of. the 
worthies of Israel, but of their own nation and times- 
Such contemplation will naturally tend to enkindle in 
their breasts a gpirit of noble emulation, and guide 
them to eminent usefulness and glory. 

As the present season is the opening of the politi- 
cal, as well ag of the natural year, it would be impute 
to a culpable indifference, to pass it thnoticed: Al- 
though we do not yet see on the face of our civil af 
sy an entire renovation, still we see enough to ex- 
cite pleasing emotions, atid to raisé the hope of 2 
ture harvest. 

Massachusetts, more favoured than was the Jand 
of Judea in the days when Jothatn, the son of Gide- 
on, took up his parable of the trees, is not condem™ 
ed to the necessity of being’ ruled by those only that 
are base and unworthy. ra 


Ad, 


\We this day, see the Oax, the pride of our moun- 
tains, generously sacrificing local advantages and 
private attachments, for the publick good, and con- 

,,senting, at the publick call, to come and rule oyer us. 
;We see likewise the Oxrvz forsaking his fatness fo 
; partake in the cares of government. On this ausp!- 
_ cious occasion, the forest, assumes a smiling aspect, 
_and the trees clap their hands for joy- 
When men of religious principle, correct mor Ei 
8 Be unaffected patriotism are elevated 0 places © 
fe iy” Power and trust, the people have cause for mu- 
(exe) : © 
eater aoe ations. They may indulge 4 pleasing 
syill be. done 2 BY Tules of such a characters nome 
eth a: © through partiality ; but that they will 
Sult the general good, and be ever dispos- 
ed to protect and 2 Jasses of 
the commun; €ncourage the different © 
_ and nt in their various useful employmen’s 
onnexi ee Considering that these have a? neal 
Ai wee Stead especially that. if Zebulon does PO 
rejoice in his og: q expected that 
Soings out, it cannot be ©xP™™. 
Issachar should 2 dud 
Prosper in his tents- m Mer 
rom 9 Reet pet ie alutary jnfluenc 
faith, or | * consideration of the $¥ eive that it 
faith, or religs xEh ere B 
ee dhe eSions principle, we MU Ty as the indi- 
aa i € greatest utility to society, uation is the 
vidual by wi Hite OS bed eli 
friend ; Y whom it is cherishe® 41 government. It 
riend and a principal support of civl s ee 
enforces obedience to the Jaws- By incu arts are- 
gard to truth, and giving solemnity f° Se ae 
teriully promotes the due administration of justice. 
It exerts a salutary influence also in a thousand in- 
stances, that are beyond the reach of human laws, and 
in which the aKa authority can have no control. 
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Without its friendly aid, it may justly be doubted, 
whether it would be possible for civil order and social 
intercourse to be maintained. 

As much cause as there is to complain of the want 
of faith on the earth, there is reason to believe, that it 
is, with respect to a considerable ndmber in almost 
every community, the governing principle of their 
lives. It is a very important check on tHe Spasst One 
and conduct of others, over whom it has not obtained 
4 settled and uniform sway. And there are, Per- 
haps, but few, if any, “especially among those ve 
have been religiously educated, who are wholly free 
from its salutary restraints. f reli 

__ The prevalence, in some good degrees ar 
810US principle, is essential, if not to the very rae 
ence, yet to the welfare and happiness, of society. 
Nothing is so conducive as this to the ie abe 
security, freedom and prosperity: According: sb : . 
language of the prophet may be addressed toa A aa 
tion or community, with as much confidence mee 
a as We can have of any moral, aby ee, 

Maxim whatever, BELIEVE 1N 7 


You ED> 
® Gop, so sHatt yr BE ESTABLISH 
LIEVE nis p E PROSPER: 
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ROPHETS, SO SHALL Y 
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